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Strong evidence

for early treatment

was presented at the

Schering Scientific Symposium
in Berlin, Germany,

in March 2006 (photo: ©YCZ)

Paradigm shift in MS treatment

Early strength and lasting benefit

Multiple sclerosis (MS) is a chronic inflammatory neurological disease which, if
left untreated, leads to significant disability in about half of all patients within

15 years of diagnosis and to a considerable decrease in quality of life. Thus, neu-
rologists from around the globe congregated in Berlin on March 4, 2006, for the
scientific program “Early strength - lasting benefit: Shifting paradigms in MS
treatment”, moderated by MS experts Klaus V. Toyka, Wiirzburg, Germany, and
David Bates, Newcastle upon Tyne, UK, to share ways to provide the afflicted with
a new lease on [ife and to discuss the paradigm shift in MS treatment. At the top
of the agenda were the primary results and additional insights of the BENEFIT
trial and the 16-Year Long-term Follow-up on interferon beta-1b (Betaseron®,
Betaferon®) therapy. The revised McDonald criteria and the importance of a reli-
able diagnosis in patients with a first demyelinating event, suggestive of MS,
were further topics of the lectures.
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